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Introduction 

Welcome to South Yorkshire Community Foundation’s Impact Report. Year 
by year, for the last 29 years,  South Yorkshire Community Foundation has 
continued to inspire community giving and support local communities to 
tackle important social issues.  

This report has been created to demonstrate 
the real impact and social change, which is 
achieved through community giving and 
community grants.     

As an organisation we strongly believe in the 
importance of the community and aim to 
improve the lives of those who are a part of 
it; through  providing philanthropy services 
and raising funds from individuals, families, 
businesses, philanthropists, trusts and 
statutory bodies and using them to meet 
the needs of local people facing economic 
hardship and  other barriers to aspiration. 
The collective well-being of the South 
Yorkshire community is of importance to us. 
As Jane Addams once said 

“…the good we secure for ourselves is 
precarious and uncertain until it is secured for 

all of us and incorporated into our common 
life”. 

Social inclusion, community cohesion and a 
sense of togetherness has the power to alter 
the world in which we live in. 

This is why we are devoted to raising and 

distributing funds to local projects and 

organisations who have our communities’ 

best interests at heart.  

I am proud to be able to present South Yorkshire 

Community Foundations social impact report, which 

introduces you to a number of inspiring stories and 

amazing people.  We are publishing this report so 

that these achievements can be recognised and 

celebrated. 

 

Working with local community groups in South 

Yorkshire and seeing their journey and the results 

achieved by the grants awarded by SYCF is both a 

rewarding and a motivating experience. The success 

stories of the work of local community groups 

demonstrate the positive difference that SYCF is 

making to the region. This difference is only made 

possible through the generosity of our donors, 

partners and the ongoing hard work of our 

volunteers, trustees and staff. 

 

We hope that you will enjoy reading this report. 



Grants by theme 

Over the last year South Yorkshire Community Foundation (SYCF) distributed 
£781,489 to community groups and individuals. 
 
An overview of the issues we have helped to tackle and how much has been 
awarded across South Yorkshire, can be found below. 

Provide people with 
opportunities to 
achieve greater 

social justice and to 
reduce exclusion 
and disadvantage 

£90,599.00 
(12%) 

£114,464.00 
(15%) 

£246,746 
(32%) 

£27,718.00 
(4%) 

£212,162.00 
(27%) 

£89,800.50 
(11%) 

Amount awarded by social issue 

We also award grants to individuals and people outside of the four South Yorkshire         

boroughs.  

 
390 individuals across the country have been awarded grants from our funds supporting 

individuals. We currently have 3 individual funds. 

 

Transform  
people’s access to, 
and engagement 

with, their 
environment and 

public service 
Advance people’s 

physical and mental 
health, wellbeing 

and safety 

Connect people 
with the arts, 
culture and 

heritage 

Improve people’s 
education, 

employability 
and enterprise. 

Maximise 
people’s ability to 

strengthen 
community 

cohesion and 
build social 

capacity 







JADE - Just Another Dance Event  
 
Ranging from dance to DJ-ing events, music courses and drop in sessions to 
counselling and arts and crafts workshops - you name it JADE does it. Most 
recently, £5,000 was awarded to fund the employment of a part time Development 
Worker to meet the rapidly growing need for their current services. With 2 pupil 
referral units closing in Rotherham, without funding JADE would not be able to meet 
their demand. Schools around South Yorkshire also want to get involved in the 
project and the employment of the Development Worker has helped to capitalise 
upon those newly arising opportunities. SYCF has also enabled JADE to provide a 
range of awareness training opportunities for local youths. Classes include: Sexual 
Health, Sexual Exploitation, Community Engagement, First Aid and Basic Hygiene. 
 
Jack’s story (not a real name): “I think he’s 18 now. He started DJ-ing when he was 
12 and he got to the age when all his mates were messing about and his dad was a 
well-known drug dealer. His brothers had been in prison. Jack could have easily 
gone one way or another. At the time his mates were refusing to come into JADE. 
Bottles of cider, in and out of the shop pinching things and Jack could have easily 
stayed there, but he came and practiced DJ-ing every night. I used to take him out 
to teach DJ-ing. Now he’s doing a law degree at Nottingham, won Rotherham young 
mentor of the year 3 years ago, works for us as a youth worker and works part time 
at a Citizen Advice Bureau and he’s the youngest person to work for Citizens 
Advice” 

On-board Skate Park 
 
Through the provision of sporting and recreational facilities, On-board aims to 
support the health and well-being of young people, so that they fulfil their potential 
and fully participate in all aspects of their community. The skate park is open to 
public, with additional provisions for young NEETs (Not in Education, Employment 
or Training). On-board works with young people to help them improve self-
confidence, self-belief and self-esteem.  
 
Grants from SYCF have enabled On-board to: fund one part-time project manager 
and one-part time staff member in order to grow and sustain the skate park; buy a 
computer system which measures the social and economic impact of their work; and 
invest in advertising materials such as new banners, flyers and have signs 
professionally made. They have also been able to access six local schools and 
share their flyers with them, and their pupils, to increase the take up and awareness 
of their services. Amy Cooper said “in terms of South Yorkshire Community 
Foundation it has been cracking for us and the funding has been an absolute 
blessing”. 
 
The dream for On-board would be to create a model and have one of the 
skateboarding centres in every city/town across South Yorkshire. Furthermore,     
On-board would like to start tackling the issue of legal highs and drugs in order to 
educate young people about the current issues which can affect their emotional and 
physical development.  



JADE 

 150 young people  
supported per month 

 

Over 500 attend  
their every event  

 
Total number of attendees in 

2014  

5,604  
 

Recognises talent  
 

Prevents crime 
 

Educates * Provides  
Awareness  Courses 

On-Board 
  

 85% success rate of  
getting NEETs back into 

education/employment or 
training  

 
Promotes community spirit 

 
Allows young people the 

opportunity to motivate and 
mentor others 

 
Enables new skills to be 

learnt 
 

Provides vocational training 



The Youth Association 
 
With its roots tracing all the way back to 1904, the Youth Association provides 
training, education and support services for a variety of beneficiaries. Children and 
young people are some of our society’s most vulnerable groups. They are easily 
dragged into the spiral of disadvantage or influenced by their surroundings and are 
in need of positive role models and guidance. Every year around 2,500 of those 
young people use the services provided by this organisation. With their large 
geographical reach, covering South and West Yorkshire, the impact they have on 
the lives of many is invaluable.  
 
Due to the valuable nature of their work and extensive potential benefits to the wider 
community as a whole, in 2013 £30,000 was awarded for the development of their 
detached youth work model in Monk Bretton. 
 
The money allocated not only helped to establish the Youth Association as an 
organisation with a foothold in the community, but also provided young people with 
purposeful activities within their local area. Furthermore, one of the unexpected 
benefits that came from the funding was the involvement of the parents in the 
annual summer event put on by the organisation. The Youth Association provided 
them with the necessary training and skills and have therefore expanded their pool 
of volunteers who have since regularly, and actively, contributed to the preparation 
of the event.  

Re-Read Ltd  
 
Established in 2012, Re-Read is a social enterprise with a main goal of providing 
free books to children within the Doncaster communities. Jim McLaughlin started the 
enterprise when he noticed a skip filled with tons of books that were about to be 
incinerated. He was certain there could be another use for them. Being passionate 
about the community, books and getting children to read, he decided to start Re-
Read, giving unloved books a new home, reselling those which can be resold, and 
recycling rather than incinerating the damaged ones.  
 
Since its establishment, Re-Read has been awarded three grants totalling £7,866 
for the development of their website, purchase of marketing materials and the 
development of their volunteering scheme.  
 
“The fund enabled the group to quickly position itself as a credible and professional 
organisation with partner organisations and the community. We have distributed 
over 6,000 free books in a space of 6 months and the people of Doncaster were 
amazed that books were free. It saves them money and allows them to build up their 
own library of books at home” - said Judith Smith, the spokesperson for Re-Read.  
 



Youth Association 

 80% drop in crime and  
anti-social behaviour in the 
areas where they operate 

 

2,500  
beneficiaries per year   

 
Operate in South and  

West Yorkshire 
 

Provides Educational Courses 
and Training to NEETs  

 
Highly effective detached youth 

work model  

Re-Read 
  

  3.8million children in the 

UK do not own a book (1 in 3)  
 

14% of children in lower 

income homes rarely or never 
read books  

 
There is a demonstrated link 

between reading and the  
development of confidence and 

self-worth   
 

Around 65,000 
books are being resold by  

Re-Read 



In2change 
 
Set up in 2006, with the aim of changing attitudes towards crime, and reducing anti-
social behaviour, In2Change works to provide education, training and peer support 
for 13-25 year olds in Sheffield.  
 
In2Change has received 5 grants in total. Most recently £3,500 was awarded for the 
development of a project which uses life experiences of carefully selected ex-
offenders and serving prisoners to educate people aged 16-19 about crime and its 
consequences. Earlier in 2013 £10,000 was also awarded to fund volunteer 
expenses for young people helping with renovation of their gym facilities.  With the 
gym  renovated and redecorated the take up of their boxing classes has increased, 
and they have seen more and more local youths walking through their door.  SYCF 
has also funded the development of the In2Change website, which has been a 
valuable source of volunteering enquiries, and has increased the awareness and 
knowledge of services provided by them in the local area.  
 
Improved facilities and website, made possible by the funding from SYCF, has 
helped to raise the organisation’s profile, increase the take up of the services, and 
enable In2Change to become a well-known support hub for children and young 
adults in Sheffield, and beyond.  

Barnsley Neighbourhood Watch (NW) 
 
With the national organisation first established almost 35 years ago, Barnsley is 
proving to be a very successful NW division.  Over 1,000 volunteers are working 
hard to help improve the safety of the local residents and reduce the level and fear 
of crime, whilst promoting community cohesion and mutual support. 
 
Barnsley Neighbourhood Watch has received two grants. The latest grant in 2012 
awarded £11,536 to Barnsley NW for a project which aimed to provide CCTV 
monitors, equipment and signs, which were distributed across participating 
neighbourhoods.  
In 2009, they were also awarded £4,686 to fund their PR and marketing materials. 
Promotional packs, leaflets, info packs and a radio campaign were put in place, 
which has significantly raised their profile and increased public awareness of the 
scheme. This has enabled them to secure further funding, significantly increase the 
number of participating neighbourhoods, increase number of volunteers, and 
effectively reduce and prevent more crime across Barnsley.  
 
The fund has enabled Barnsley NW to contribute to the huge £2.5 million national 
saving of taxpayers’ money, and the reduction of crime by an average of 79% in the 
areas where it operates.  



In2Change 

10,000 young people 

supported  
 

30 serving prisoners  
offered placements  

 

400 ex-offenders  

supported and 12 of them  
employed by the group 

 
Reduces criminal activity 

 
Develops pro-social attitudes 

towards authority 
 

Provides education and  
training facilities 

 

Barnsley 
Neighbourhood Watch 

  

 
Improves safety and  

decreases the fear of crime  
 

Over 1,000 volunteers 
 

£2.5million national 

saving of taxpayers’ money 
 

An average of 79% 
crime reduction in areas where 

it operates 



Rotherham United Community Sport Trust (RUCST) 
 
Rotherham United Community Sport Trust was established in 1988 and is a 
community development programme which works across the borough of 
Rotherham, delivering activities targeted at the most deprived areas. They work 
largely with young people aged 13-19 delivering positive sport activities to get 
people engaged before booking them onto wider projects that may include active 
citizenship, equality training and educational project work. Over the years RUCST 
have received 8 grants, totalling £32,847. 
 
Most recently (January 2015) in light of the Rotherham Child Sexual Exploitation 
(CSE) scandal, £3,040 was provided for delivering early intervention and prevention 
work around CSE, which targeted diverse groups of young people living in 
Rotherham South and North.  
 
In 2011, £1,400 was awarded to RUCST for the continuation of the Job Club at the 
New York Stadium, during the period when they were seeking other income 
sources. This project was created in partnership with the Job Centre so the 
unemployed could move nearer to gaining employment.  

Bradway Agewell 
 
The club aims to bring together the elderly people of Sheffield, particularly in the 
local area of Bradway, and provide them with leisure time activities in the hope that 
it will improve their overall wellbeing and reduce the feeling of loneliness and 
isolation, both of which have been found to increase the risk of depression. Once a 
month, since September 2000, the group meets for tea and   biscuits and then sits 
down to listen to special speakers who cover a wide range of topics. Every month 
the meeting is attended by an average of 35 people.  
 
In the last eight years the club has received a total of £2,108 in grants from SYCF. 
Most recently, in 2014, they have been successful in applying for a £685 award to 
fund their room hire in order for the club to carry on their work. Stuart Sawyer, 
chairman of the organisation, said “without the fund the group would cease to exist. 
SYCF is our only funder, and has helped us enormously”. The group have been 
fortunate to secure 5 small grants averaging £420 since 2007 which has enabled the 
group to continue running. Without this funding, Bradway Agewell Leisure Club 
would have no venue to hold their events and would have to cease their activities.  



RUCST 
 

Educational and training  
provision 

 
Anti-racism programmes 

 
Multi-cultural integration 

through sports 
 

Provisions for disabled and 
physically impaired members 

Bradway Agewell 
  

 
Encourages creation of  

friendships 
 

Brings people together 
 

Improves well-being  
 

Encourages the elderly to  
socialise 

 
Creates a sense of belonging 



Penistone Friends of the Earth  
 
The group campaigns for sustainable use of the planet to ensure that it is in a good 
condition to pass  onto future generations, and to ensure that the other species we 
share it with have a healthy environment in which to thrive. As well as climate 
change, they have also worked on waste reduction and ran the Penistone-Carry-A-
Bag-Campaign in 2008 to reduce the use of one trip plastic carrier bags. Most 
recently they have been working on pollinators and particularly lobbying DEFRA to 
ban harmful pesticides and creating habitats for pollinators. They have also pressed 
for reform of the energy supply sector and are working with local communities to 
develop community hydro schemes.  
 
Since 2009, they have received £2,768  from SYCF to fund their publicity, energy 
efficiency increase campaign and to purchase two energy monitors, which are lent 
out to the public, for free, to enable them to reduce their carbon footprint.  
 
Talking about the funding from SYCF, a spokesperson said: “Equipment purchased 
is used to engage members of the public in discussions about energy efficiency. 
People have increased their confidence, undertaken trading and gained new skills. 
Eight households in Penistone have been surveyed and informed on how to make 
basic energy savings and reduce their bills. Two of our schemes have also been 
deemed worthy of further investigation” 

Friends of Bunting’s Wood 
 
Bunting’s Wood was first established in 1993. A 79 acre site, bordering the canal, is 
owned by Thorne-Moorends Town Council and managed by the Friends of Buntings 
Wood. Apart from tree planting, the historic ponds have been kept; there is a wild 
grassland area; wide grassy ridges, a car park and a picnic area. A network of paths 
criss-cross the site. The objectives of the group are: to maintain and enhance the 
diversity of the wood, to enhance the flora and fauna of the site, to make provision 
for education, advice and the dissemination of knowledge and to promote free 
access to the general public as a recreational facility.  Once a month they undertake 
practical preservation work as a group. They also provide monthly activities for 
adults with learning disabilities and give guided walks through the woods. 
 
In 2014, they received £4,985 to purchase a range of equipment and provide 
training to enable the group to carry out their work more effectively. SYCF has also 
contributed £1,000 towards the group’s running costs in 2002. As a 79 acre free 
open access woodland, the only woodland in Thorne Moorends district, they aim to 
encourage a high use by formal and informal public users.  The number of 
beneficiaries was  estimated at 685 per month, which included volunteers, 
sightseers, park visitors and families. 



Penistone Friends of the 
Earth 

 
Campaigns for a sustainable 

use of the planet 
 

Work towards a thriving  
environment for all living 

creatures 
 

Works with local communities 
to develop community  

hydro schemes 
 

Presses for reform of the 
energy supply sector 

 
Aims to reduce carbon  

footprint 

Friends of Bunting’s 
Wood 

  

 

Manages 79 acre site  
 

Aims to maintain and  
enhance the diversity of 

Bunting’s Wood  
 

Enhances the flora and fauna  
 

Practical preservation work 
undertaken once a month  

 
Monthly activities for adults 

with learning disabilities 

Please note: In April 2014 the site was  
renamed Thorne Community Wood.  



Key Changes 
 
Set up in 2011 due to the founder’s personal experience of being marginalised  Key 
Changes aims to provide women with training and employment opportunities during 
their time in prison and upon being released. They aim to empower, motivate and 
encourage them to make informed choices. They also want to tackle the negative 
social stigma attached to women with a criminal conviction.  
 
Since 2013 Key Changes have been awarded 3 grants totalling £16,068. In 2014 
£9,610 was awarded to set up a beauty and hairdressing salon for women to gain 
vital skills and move closer to employment within the hair and beauty industry. 
Michelle, the founder, said: “it really helps to reduce their likelihood of re-offending. 
We provide them with training outside of the mainstream education routes, as some 
of them do not feel comfortable entering mainstream provision, and/or might not be 
accepted. We support them with personal issues, provide them with bus passes, 
and give them realistic life goals to strive to”  
 
Michelle has also said: “On behalf of myself, and the women, I’d like to add that the 
salon funded by SYCF brings hope. The clients take pride in it, and it builds their 
confidence up massively.” 

Doncaster Rape and Sexual Abuse Counselling Service 
(DRASACS) 
 
First established in 1987, DRASACS works to support and empower men, women 
and children who have been victims or are survivors of sexual violence. They offer 
counselling for both adults and children and operate a telephone hotline and 
independent sexual violence advocacy service to support victims with the practical 
aftermath of sexual violence.  
 
DRASACS has, so far, received three awards from SYCF totalling £9,366. The 
latest grant was in 2012 for the amount of £866 which was used to cover the cost of 
group therapy training for members of staff. It enabled the organisation to increase 
their hours of service provision, and offer their users an alternative to one-to-one 
counselling sessions.  In 2011 they also received £7,000  to fund the position of a 
manager and a finance officer for one month between two funding streams. Finally 
in 2007, £1,500 was awarded to DRASACS to promote their direct giving scheme to 
ensure regular fundraising opportunities for the group.  
 
Combined, the Local Giving platform and expansion of the services available 
allowed DRASACS to expand and grow from strength to strength. 
 



Key Changes 
 

Provides accredited  
educational and training  

provisions for female with 
criminal convictions  

 
Supports their resettlement 

back into the community  
 

Work experience provided in 
their own beauty salon funded 

by SYCF  
 

A range of classes to attend 
e.g. filmmaking, jewellery 

making, confidence building 
and counselling  

 
Provides a peer-mentoring 

scheme inside the prison and 
upon release 

DRASACS  
Supports and empowers men, 

women and children 
  

Helps victims and survivors of 
sexual violence  

 

444 individuals  
benefited directly from SYCF’s 

funding to DRASACS 
 

Provides counselling,  
Independent Sexual Violence 

Advocacy, Information for Parents, 
Male Drop-In  

Sessions 
 

It is estimated that every day in 

Doncaster, 7 people  
experience sexual assault (or 

attempted assault) 



Unemployment rate in Barnsley 
is higher than the national 

average (10.4% compared with 
7.8% nationally) 

A lower number of pupils 
achieve 5+ A* - C GCSEs, 

including English and Maths 
(52.3% compared with 60.6% 

nationally) 

A higher percentage of people 
aged 16 and over have no 
formal qualifications at all 

(32.2% compared with 22.5% 
nationally) 

A significantly higher proportion 
of people identify their own 

health as bad or very bad (4.2% 
compared with 2.7% nationally) 

Areas of highest crime rates —
Town/Kingstone and Royston  

A higher rate per 1,000 of under 
18 conceptions occur (50.4 

compared with 41.7 nationally) 

Unemployment rate in 
Doncaster is higher than the 

national average (11% 
compared with 7.8% nationally) 

A lower number of pupils 
achieve 5+ A* - C GCSEs, 

including English and Maths 
(56.5%% compared with 60.6% 

nationally) 

A higher percentage of people 
aged 16 and over have no 
formal qualifications at all 

(30.3% compared with 22.5% 
nationally) 

A significantly higher proportion 
of people identify their own 

health as bad or very bad (3.6% 
compared with 2.7% nationally) 

Areas of highest crime rates—
Doncaster Town Centre, Intake 
and Wheatley and Armthorpe  

A higher rate per 1,000 of under 
18 conceptions (60.2 compared 

with 41.7 nationally) 

Barnsley 

Doncaster 

Local issues and     needs by area



Sheffield’s unemployment rate 
is higher than the national 
average, standing at 9.8% 

compared with 7.8% for 
England.  

A lower percentage of pupils in 
Sheffield achieve 5+ A*- C 

GCSEs or equivalent, including 
English and Maths (57.5% 

compared with 60.6% 
nationally) 

A higher percentage of people 
aged 16 and over have no 
formal qualifications at all 

(24.3% compared with 22.5% 
nationally)  

A higher percentage of people 
identify their own health as bad 

or very bad (3.1% compared 
with 2.7% nationally) 

Areas of highest crime rates — 
Sheffield Central (Devonshire 

Quarter, Neepsend, The Moor)  
followed by Burngreave, Manor 

Castle and Southey  

A higher rate per 1,000 of under 
18 conceptions is noted (50.6 
compared with 41.7 nationally) 

Sheffield 

Unemployment rate in 
Rotherham is higher than the 

national average (10.4% 
compared with 7.8% nationally) 

Higher number of pupils 
achieve 5+ A* - C GCSEs, 

including English and Maths 
(63.2% compared with 60.6% 

nationally) 

But a higher percentage of 
people aged 16 and over have 
no formal qualifications at all 
(29.8% compared with 22.5% 

nationally) 

A significantly higher proportion 
of people identify their own 

health as bad or very bad (3.8 
compared with 2.7% nationally) 

Areas of highest crime rates—
Dinnington, Wentworth and 

Kiveton Park  

A higher rate per 1,000 of under 
18 conceptions (50.7 compared 

with 41.7 nationally) 

Rotherham 

Local issues and     needs by area 



Grant distribution by     local authority (2014)



Grant distribution by     local authority (2014) 





The future of vital community projects in South Yorkshire relies on the 
generosity of local people.  

Without the charitable interventions of businesses, trusts, statutory bodies 
and philanthropic individuals we would not have been able to support local 
voluntary and community groups to carry out their great work over the last 

29 years.  

Ways to give 

Leave a legacy in a will 
Leaving a gift in a will can make a huge difference to local              
communities of all sizes. Gifts can be used to create Personal Funds, 
contribute to Geographical Funds or to SYCF Charitable 
Administration Fund. 

SYCF Charitable Administration Fund 
SYCF is a charity too and would welcome donations of any size towards 
our charitable activities to promote community giving and build a lasting  

legacy to strengthen our communities.  

Personal Funds 
Personal funds are bespoke to your charitable wishes and you can 
choose the name of the fund or whether to remain anonymous, the 
geographical area of benefit in South Yorkshire, the charitable 
priorities and the level of involvement with giving.  

Geographical Funds  
Donations of any size can be made to existing geographical funds for 
Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley, Doncaster and South Yorkshire as a 

whole.  

Join the SY100 Club 
SY100 is a patronage scheme for individuals and businesses who want to 
make a difference to South Yorkshire. With an annual donation to SY100 you 
directly support us, your local Community Foundation to continue our vital 
work. Membership ranges from £500-£2,000 annually and comes with a range 
of benefits.  

Transfer a trust 
The Charity Commission and community foundations have worked 
closely in recent years to ensure that trustees seeking to revitalise 

moribund (dormant) or ineffective trust funds (and who are looking for 
an effective way of carrying on their good work in future years) can 

release their funds to a Community Foundation as a part of their 
appraisal of options. 

Call us on 0114 242 4857 or e-mail admin@sycf.org to discuss how you can make a       
difference and to find out more about other ways to give. 




