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A brochure for Professional Advisers 
The South Yorkshire’s Community Foundation works with 
professional advisers to help their clients with charitable giving. 

Community 

giving
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SYCF was established in 1986 by 
Founder Trustees Sir Hugh Neill, the 
Earl of Scarbrough and David Brayshaw 
as a grant making trust. We are 
committed to positive social change 
through community giving, providing 
help to those most in need and tackling 
social issues in our disadvantaged 
communities.

During our first 30 years we have awarded 
over £25m to local community and 
voluntary groups and local charities that 
make a genuine di� erence to the lives of 
local people.

  

UK Community Foundations (UKCF)

SYCF are a part of the UKCF network, 
consisting of 48 community foundations 
covering all parts of the UK, who are all 
committed to positive social change 
through the development of community 
philanthropy and it is the UK’s largest 
charity supporting community groups.

Collectively community foundations 
hold £500m in endowment, in 2,300 
funds on behalf of individuals, families 
and companies.

Personal Funds
A unique feature of community foundations is 
the ability to establish a Personal Fund that is a 
simple, cost e� ective alternative to a charitable 
trust for individuals or businesses. Setting up 
a Personal Fund within SYCF opens up exciting 
new opportunities to make a real di� erence to 
the local community. 

Personal Funds are bespoke to your client’s 
charitable wishes and the client can choose 
the name of the fund or whether to remain 
anonymous, the geographical area of benefit in 
South Yorkshire, the charitable priorities and the 
level of involvement with giving. 

Funds can either be endowment (where the 
capital sum is invested and the income used for 
grant making in perpetuity) creating a lasting 
legacy for South Yorkshire or Distribution Funds 
for immediate impact. 

We will work with a client to fully understand 
how they would like to give and then 
recommend the most appropriate type of fund. 

Personal Funds can be established from £25,000 
and can be built up over a period of time. 

Match funding may be available from 
SYCF under government endowment match 
programmes such as Community First 
which will significantly maximise the impact 
of the gi� . Please see our website for details – 
www.sycf.org.uk

Tax reliefs
Through charitable giving donors may receive 
tax reliefs from income tax via gi�  aid and capital 
gains tax, corporation tax and inheritance tax 
relief.

Ways to give

The South Yorkshire’s Community 
Foundation works with professional 
advisers to help their clients with charitable 
giving. We provide a service to those who 
are interested in making a di� erence locally, 
helping donors to achieve their charitable 
wishes and building stronger communities 
for the benefit of South Yorkshire.

Many clients want their professional 
adviser to help them plan their charitable 
giving. SYCF can work with you to help 
each client fulfil their charitable goals.



Geographical Funds
Donations of any size can be made to existing 
geographical funds for She� ield, Rotherham, 
Barnsley, Doncaster and South Yorkshire as 
a whole.

SYCF Charitable Administration Fund 
SYCF is a charity too and would welcome 
donations of any size towards our charitable 
activities to promote community giving 
and build a lasting legacy to strengthen 
our communities.

Transfer of an existing trust
SYCF can take over trusts that have become 
dormant or ine� ective or where trustees wish 
to retire. We provide guidance to the existing 
trustees on the correct process required by the 
Charity Commission for the transfer of funds.   

A legacy in a will
Leaving a gi�  in a will can make a huge 
di� erence to local communities and we 
welcome gi� s of all sizes. Gi� s can be used 
to create Personal Funds, contribute to 
geographical funds or to the SYCF Charitable 
Administration Fund. 

Types of donations
SYCF can accept donations in cash, shares, 
property or other saleable assets. 

Some suggestions…

  Beyond family and business, what is 
important to you? Are there some issues you 
are passionate about or is there one thing 
you find most frustrating? 

  If you could change one or two things in your 
community, what would they be? 

  Have you thought about saving tax through 
charitable giving?

  Have you ever thought about what kind of 
personal legacy you wish to leave? 

  Have you considered what would happen 
to your assets if your spouse or children did 
not survive you? Would you like the assets to 
be passed onto charity, rather than a distant 
relative or the Government? 

How can you introduce 

this to your clients?

If you want to find out more 
about what we do, please visit our 
website: www.sycf.org.uk

Alternatively you can call 
0114 242 4857
or email admin@sycf.org.uk



 Procedure Simple agreement. Must apply to Charity Commission and register. 
   Must appoint a Board of trustees.

 Costs 0-5% entry fee. Possible legal fees for registration.

 Timeframe Immediate. May take weeks/months.

 Minimum contribution £25k for named Personal Funds,  There is no minimum requirement.
  which can be built up over a period of time. 

 Tax Status Covered under the SYCF’s charity status. Covered by registration with the 
   Charity Commission.

 Reporting to authorities SYCF takes care of reporting to the Charity Commission,  The donor/trustees must maintain all financial
  particularly the Annual Report and Accounts. records, prepare accounts, and submit to the
   Charity Commission.

 Donor Control Trustees of SYCF take on legal and fiscal responsibility for the  Donor appoints Board of Trustees to control all
  donor’s fund, while the donor recommends grants to  aspects of grant-making and investment.
  organisations vetted by the SYCF. 

 Philanthropy advice SYCF provides full service advice to the donor. Donor/trustees responsible for own giving strategy.

 Grant-making service:  Professional sta�  available to help identify and assess grantees,   Donor responsible for own grant making process,
 expertise, administration, provide input on community needs, and ensure follow up with  administration and overseeing.
 follow up. recipients and reports back to the donor.

 Privacy SYCF can maintain the anonymity of any donor. The Charitable Trust must keep public records.

 Profile SYCF can help the donor as much or as little as they want. Responsible for own profile.

 Geography SYCF operates in South Yorkshire but partner with other  Donor/ trustees determine their geographic reach.
  UK Community Foundations on delivery of national or 
  regional initiatives. 

 Reach SYCF connects donors to a variety of groups and  Must find own networks and information sources.
  issues in the community and connects like minded donors.

 Start–up SYCF fund Charitable Trust

Charity no:  1140947 
Company no:  7545536 

If you want to find out more 
about what we do, please visit our 
website: www.sycf.org.uk

Alternatively you can call 
0114 242 4857
or email admin@sycf.org.uk

A comparison between a Personal Fund at SYCF and a charitable trust


