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SYCF Community Grants Programme 
The SYCF Community Grants Programme is made up of several funds provided by generous local 
donors.  It is intended to support community groups and organisations across South Yorkshire, 
especially smaller, developing or less well-resourced organisations and grass-roots groups, where 
small amounts of funding can make a real difference. 
 

How much can I apply for? 
Up to £5,000, to be spent within one year of receipt. 
 

When can I apply? 
We aim to hold two rounds per year, one for a spring/summer decision and one for 
autumn/winter. Please sign up to our newsletter for notification of open and close dates. 
 

Aims and priorities 
We want to fund organisations which will make a difference in their local neighbourhood, focusing 
on the following priorities: 

• Education and learning 

• Poverty deprivation 

• Work and the local economy 

• Health & well-being, including physical and mental health 

• Homelessness 

• Social isolation 

• Supporting people with disabilities 
 
Who can apply? 
Community Grants are for grass-roots community organisations in South Yorkshire.  This includes 
charities, community groups, clubs, CICs and social enterprises (please see specific reference to 
social enterprises below). You can also be unincorporated. To be eligible for a grant you must: 
 

• Have a governing document that tells us how your group will operate and your purposes. 
(e.g., a constitution or memorandum of association), 

• Have a board or management committee of at least three unrelated people, 

• Have a bank account in the name of the group requiring at least two unrelated signatories,  

• Have an income of less than £200,000 in your last financial year, and 

• Have beneficiaries who live in South Yorkshire and be locally led and run. 
We will only fund local offices or branches of a national charity if they have their own local 
management committee and manage their own local finances.  
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If you have previously been funded through SYCF, you must also have returned requested End of 
Grant monitoring forms to be eligible. You cannot apply if you have successfully received a 
Community Grant within the last two years. 
 
For CICs and/or social enterprises 
We are proud to support CICs and social enterprises at SYCF. To be eligible for a grant your 
organisation should be transparent in the way it operates, have a clear social purpose and 
demonstrate that you are, or will be, reinvesting any profits back into your social purpose.  
If you are incorporated, we would expect to see you set up as a CIC or company limited by 
guarantee (as a general rule we do not fund sole traders or companies limited by shares). 
We will need to see the above listed supporting documentation with your application, as well as 
some form of accounts that show us your income and expenditure and intention, or evidence, or 
profits reinvested. As well as this: 
 

• Any payments to directors should be clearly communicated in your governing document, 
within market value and meet a clear need of your social enterprise. I.e., directors must 
have expertise that is critical to the running of the business.  

• No one person should have ‘significant control’ and there must be at least three unrelated 
directors associated with the organisation. 

• Any difference between a trading name and an operating name must be clearly 
communicated in your governing document. 

• Any links to partner organisations and/or shared directors should also be clearly 
communicated. 

• You should have a clear asset lock and distribution clause. 
 

What can I spend the money on? 
Anything that delivers the impact for your community!  It can be: 

• Core costs. including overheads, room hire, volunteer expenses, sessional staff or salaries 
(e.g., extra hours for an existing staff member, or a short-term contract) 

• Service provision and project costs, including materials, practical and specialist support for 
groups and activities. 

• capital work (e.g., equipment, building works or repairs, provided you own or lease the 
building/land being built on or repaired) 
 

If your application includes staff costs, we encourage you to pay at least the real Living Wage. 
Don’t forget to include a fair share of overheads like rent or room hire, utilities, and admin or 
management costs needed to support your project. 
Where relevant, we expect you to shop around to find the best value for money.   
 

For any individual items costing over £200 we’ll need you to attach a quote to your application. 
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What cannot be funded? 
Community Grants cannot be used for: 

• For-profit organisations, statutory organisations (e.g., schools and hospitals) or overseas 
organisations 

• Organisations with an income over £200,000 (in your last financial year) 

• Retrospective funding I.E. activity and costs that have already taken place or repayment of 
money which has already been spent 

• Overseas trips or expeditions 

• Grant-making to other organisations and/or individuals 

• Organisations or activities primarily for the benefit of animals rather than people 

• Activity that promotes a particular political or religious point of view 
We can fund religious organisations (like a church, mosque or gurdwara) delivering activity 
which benefits the community (like running a food bank), but we cannot fund religious 
services or activity intended to promote a particular religion. 

• If activity is intended to target a particular group of people (ethnicity, gender, religion, etc.) 
there should be a good reason for this, for example if this is the best way to redress an 
existing inequality or to ensure services reach a group which would otherwise be 
underserved or marginalised. 

 
What happens after I apply? 
Your application will be assessed against the criteria, aims and priorities above and we may 
contact you to ask some additional questions or for missing information. Please ensure you attach 
or email the essential requested additional documentation when you submit your application to 
prevent delays to this process. 
 
Our panel of independent volunteer decision makers will make their decisions, which are final. 
Please see the website for specific information about panel dates so you can ensure that your 
proposed start date for activity and/or events fit within the proposed timescales for the 
programme. 
 
If your application is successful, we will contact you with the good news and details of which fund 
has provided the grant and when you can expect payment. You will need to send a thank you 
letter to the donor related to your grant. 
If your application unfortunately does not meet our criteria, or if the panel decide it is not a 
priority for funding, we will contact you to let you know and provide feedback. 
 

Please note that we expect to receive more applications than we are able to fund, so not every 
eligible application will be funded.   
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Reporting 
Our donors and funders will always want to know the difference their support has made to you 
and your community and providing them with case studies, feedback and photos can also 
encourage them to donate further, or open another round of funding, so it is critical that you 
adhere to the monitoring requirements of this grant. You could submit a report including social 
media activity, video, photos – whatever suits you best but that also tells us that you have used 
the money in the way that you told us you would. 
 
Your End of Grant report must be completed six weeks after the grant has been spent, or the 
activity has finished.  We’ll send you a link to the online end of grant report form and treasurer’s 
confirmation form around the same time as we make your grant payment. 
We might also arrange to come and visit your project or contact you during the project to discuss 
your progress. 
 

Contact us 
If you would like more information or to discuss your application, please get in touch with the 
Grants Team via grants@sycf.org.uk. 
 
If you are based in Barnsley or Sheffield, and you would like more support to make an application, 
please contact our colleagues at SYFAB who will be happy to help you. 
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