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1.  Appeal Aim 
 
The Foundation has established the SOUTH YORKSHIRE FLOOD DISASTER RELIEF APPEAL.  
  
 
The money donated to this Appeal will be applied:   

a) for charitable purposes in connection with the relief of hardship within the county of South 
Yorkshire caused directly or indirectly by storm, flood or other events and/or  

b) to address repairs which become apparent as a result of the event and for making good or 
helping towards making good loss or damage which becomes apparent as a result of the event 

c) in the provision of works or measures aimed at prevention of/or mitigation of a reoccurrence of 
such loss or damage and/or 

d) in the provision and improvement of buildings, goods and services to help with or improve rescue 
or assistance of any kind in the event of such a reoccurrence and/or 

e) for any charitable purpose consequent upon this or any future storm, flood or disaster within 
South Yorkshire.  
 

Depending on monies raised, priority will be given in the first instance to:  

• Individuals and families suffering financial or other hardship. 

• Community relief and community rebuilding projects.  

• Groups involved with providing relief or assistance in connection with any of the Appeal Aims.   
 
Making good any loss or damage may include improvement or betterment. 
 
The trustees of the Foundation may resolve not to support business interests affected by the storm or 
flood. The trustees will not cover any costs adequately covered by insurance. No one affected by the 
event has any entitlement to funds raised by the Appeal. 
 
In the event of another storm, flood or disaster affecting any part of South Yorkshire before the monies of 
this Appeal are spent up or a resolution is made pursuant to the next paragraph the trustees of the 
Foundation may apply the Appeal monies in whole or in part for the like purposes consequent upon such 
one or more new storm or flood.  
 
Further if it appears to the trustees of the Foundation that the purposes of the Appeal have been fulfilled 
as far as practicable, the trustees may resolve to apply the balance remaining of the Appeal at that time 
for the Foundations general charitable purposes so to end the Appeal. 
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2. Appeal Target 

 
The appeal was launched on 8th November 2019 through JustGiving. 
 
The appeal target will be kept under review and may be raised as the further impact of the flood damage 
situation is better understood. 
 
 
3. Impact and Need 

 
SYCF have launched this emergency appeal in response to the widespread flooding that has affected 
much of South Yorkshire in November 2019. This appeal will support families and local people who have 
been displaced from their homes and had their properties damaged by the flood waters. The funding will 
support all those affected with a focus on the communities worst impacted, particularly those in 
Doncaster. 
 
The effect of the flooding will cause significant financial hardship and emotional distress to households 
affected. Businesses and community groups will be unable to trade. The Foundation, working closely 
with Local Authorities and other agencies/organisations, will monitor the impact of the floods over the 
coming days and weeks. We are a member of South Yorkshire Local Resilience Forum which is 
coordinating the recovery effort. 
 
 
4. Principles of the Appeal 

 
The management and operation of the Appeal will be informed by the Charity Commission Publication 
CC40 Disaster Appeal:  Guidance on starting, running and supporting charitable disaster appeals August 
2012 ( https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disaster-appeals-charity-commission-guidance-on-
starting-running-and-supporting-charitable-disaster-appeals-cc40 ). 
 
In operating, the Appeal: 

• provides a specifically South Yorkshire focus for donations 

• provides a central ‘clearing house’ for requests for charitable support 

• operates a simple grant application procedure and responds speedily 

• attracts support from national and regional funders 

• is locally managed and accountable 
 
Community Foundations in the UK have a strong track record of managing similar disaster appeals. The 
Foundation can access support from the UK community foundation network, British Red Cross and the 
National Emergencies Trust. 
 
 
5. Fund Raising for the Appeal 

 
The Appeal is being established with an initial donation of £15,000 from an existing Flood Fund that was 
set up for the floods which occurred in 2007. This £15,000 is specifically designated for the funding of 
community groups working with local communities. The Appeal is being promoted and supported by 
UKCF, NET and the British Red Cross, as well as by local news media, our media partner is BBC Radio 
Sheffield, regional and national newspaper groups. 
 
Funds will be sought from: 

• Grant making trusts and local, regional and national charities 

• Individuals and businesses 

• Community fundraising events 

• Existing and new government funding programmes 

• UK Government match funding programmes 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disaster-appeals-charity-commission-guidance-on-starting-running-and-supporting-charitable-disaster-appeals-cc40
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disaster-appeals-charity-commission-guidance-on-starting-running-and-supporting-charitable-disaster-appeals-cc40
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The Appeal can receive restricted donations, i.e. donations that are given for specific purposes and 
which recognise specific donors. The Foundation will also make special mention of major donations as 
appropriate.  Donations from taxpayers can be made via Gift Aid, increasing the value of each £1 
donated by 25p. 
 
 
6.  Grant Aid 
 
Appeal Criteria 

 
The criteria are informed and guided by: 

• Charity Commission guidance: Public Benefit: the public benefit requirement, September 2013, 
See: www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-benefit-the-public-benefit-requirement-pb1  

• Charity Commission Guidance: Charitable Purposes: the prevention or relief of poverty 
September 2013, See: www.gov.uk/government/publications/charitable-purposes/charitable-
purposes#the-prevention-or-relief-of-poverty  

• Guidance given in Charity Commission booklet: The Prevention or Relief of Poverty for the Public 
Benefit, December 2011).  

 
The criteria for individual and group applicants are contained in the application guidelines, as set out in 
the appendices. 
 
Application Process 

 
To streamline the application process, we are encouraging all applications to be made online via our 
website www.sycf.org.uk  If applicants are unable to access the internet, then application forms for both 
individuals and groups are available (Tel: 0114 242 4857).  We will also be working with local partners to 
assist applicants in completing the application forms, such as Barnsley CVS. 
 
Applications will be considered on a rolling basis.  
 
It is recognised that many people who are suffering hardship as a result of the disaster may be reluctant 
to apply to the Foundation. An application can be made by one person (e.g. clergy) or an organisation 
(e.g. CAB) on behalf of an affected person. 
 
The Foundation’s experience from managing previous disaster appeals (see section 8) suggests that 
support will be needed in several phases, for example:  
 

• Phase One: immediate relief 

• Phase Two: supplementary support 

• Phase Three: future support 
 
Decision Making 
 
Requests for financial assistance will be assessed by the Foundation’s trained Fund Managers. 
 
The Chief Executive Officer, under the Foundation’s delegations, will approve all requests under Phase 
One. 
 
The Foundation’s trustees and community representatives (or any sub-group set up as agreed), will 
meet regularly to make grant awards, under Phase Two, subject to resources being available.  Grant 
awards of up to £600 can be made by the Chief Executive under delegated authority. 
 
Individual applicants must fall within the terms of funding appeal as well as within the guidance provided 
under charity law. This does not mean that they must be destitute. Not everyone who is in financial 
hardship is necessarily poor, but it may still be charitable to relieve their financial hardship under the 
description of purposes relating to ‘the relief of those in need by reason of youth, age, ill-health, 
disability, financial hardship or other disadvantage. An applicant who cannot afford the normal things in 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-benefit-the-public-benefit-requirement-pb1
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charitable-purposes/charitable-purposes#the-prevention-or-relief-of-poverty
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charitable-purposes/charitable-purposes#the-prevention-or-relief-of-poverty
http://www.sycf.org.uk/
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life, which most people would take for granted, would probably qualify. A sudden reduction in living 
standards, e.g. through the effects of a disaster situation, could well lead to this situation. Grants will not 
be made which have the effect of reducing state benefits to which an applicant might be entitled. See 
Charity Commission: Guidance Charitable Purposes, published 16 September 2013 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charitable-purposes/charitable-purposes   
 
Help to individuals can be provided for other charitable purposes besides the relief of poverty, for 
example for reasons of health, disability and mental wellbeing.  
 

 
7. Cost Contribution 

 
The Foundation will recover reasonably incurred operating costs from the Fund. 
 
 
8. South Yorkshire Community Foundation: Experience 

 
The Foundation is a grant making charity (Registered no 1140947).  Established in 1986, it makes grants 
to voluntary and community groups throughout the county. It currently distributes in excess of £800,000 
a year.   
 
To date the Foundation has launched and managed one previous disaster appeal: 

• Flood Disaster Relief Fund 2007 
 
The Foundation has learnt many lessons from the delivery of these Appeals including:  

• The importance of a dedicated fund to secure and distribute financial support to community 
groups and individuals. 

• The important role voluntary and community organisations play in supporting communities during 
times of need 

• How valuable small grants are in providing both financial and emotional support to individuals 
experiencing hardship. 

• How wide ranging and long lasting the emotional impact of such a disaster can be to individuals. 

• The impact on voluntary and community organisations during times of need (loss of income, 
opportunities to expand services and respond to need). 

 
 
9. The Future 

 
It is still too soon to know how much damage has been caused, nor the extent of its adverse effects.  A 
flexible response is therefore required.  The Trustees of the Foundation are determined to do all in their 
power to meet needs in the fields in which the Appeal will be applied.  They are ready to increase the 
Appeal target, and to modify the organisation of the Appeal and the systems of grant making to satisfy 
emerging needs. 
 
  
10.  Appendices 
 
APPENDIX 1(a): Household Application Guidelines (for Application Forms) 
APPENDIX 1(b): Support for Individuals and Families GUIDELINES 
APPENDIX 2:  Organisation (Group) Application Criteria and Application Form (IN DRAFT) 
APPENDIX 3:  Definition of Hardship 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charitable-purposes/charitable-purposes
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APPENDIX 1(a): HOUSEHOLD APPLICATION GUIDELINES (FOR APPLICATION FORMS) 

South Yorkshire Flood Disaster Relief Appeal 

Application Form for Individuals and Families 

• Please read the following before completing the form. 

Disaster Fund: Emergency grants for individuals and families.  Grants may be made for charitable purposes to 

relieve hardship in South Yorkshire caused directly by local disasters, e.g. flooding.  The South Yorkshire Flood 

Disaster Relief Appeal is funded by donations from individuals, businesses, charitable trusts and funds from South 

Yorkshire Community Foundation. 

Who can apply:  Individuals or families whose properties and contents have been damaged by a local disaster or who 

are suffering other hardship as a result of the disaster. There will be one grant per household at this stage. 

We can provide support for (this is not an exhaustive list): cleaning up, emergency repairs, clothing, additional food 

and drink, heating costs and equipment, basic furniture and white goods, uninsured costs. 

Priority will be given to uninsured households with low incomes.  

How much can you apply for?  Phase 1 of the flood relief grants will be a set amount £100, subject to available 

funds. However, in exceptional circumstances of hardship, higher grant awards may be considered in Phase 2 of the 

process, subject to available funds. 

We will require a copy of a document with your name and address to support your application. Ideally this will be a 

recent bank account statement in your name at your home address. We will use this as evidence to support your claim 

for funding, and we will be able to pay any award approved directly into your bank account via a BACS payment. 

By submitting this form you agree to allow South Yorkshire’s Community Foundation to retain your personal data on its 

database. We will use this information to help us assess your application and administer any grant we award. We may 

share your personal information with your local Council and other local voluntary providers of services in order to 

coordinate the provision of services to victims of disasters. You agree that as part of the terms and conditions of being 

awarded a grant you may be asked to provide evidence of how your grant has been spent. You also agree that the 

information you have provided is correct. The Foundation reserves the right to report any claims that they consider 

fraudulent to the Police and to reclaim any money which has been paid as the result of fraudulent or misleading 

claims. 

You can find a downloadable copy of our Guidelines here, please review these before applying. 

If you are unsure about any of the above or have any other queries, then please contact The Grants Team on 0114 

2424294 or email grants@sycf.org.uk 

   

•  I agree that I have read and understood the above 

 
 

https://na77.salesforce.com/sfc/p/A0000000aKrE/a/1M0000004zER/b9TGdAx0lTZcVRAOg7wkwhv8_Acfzs6.U9iIV7eVq78
mailto:grants@cumbriafoundation.org
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APPENDIX 1(b): SUPPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILIES GUIDELINES  

 

  
 

South Yorkshire Flood Disaster Relief Appeal             
 
Support for Individuals and Families GUIDELINES 
 
Help for individuals and families  
Grants may be made for charitable purposes to relieve hardship caused directly or indirectly by flooding.  
 
Who can apply? 

• Individuals or families whose properties and contents have been damaged by flooding. 

• Individuals or families who are suffering other hardship as a result of the flooding. 
At this stage one grant per household will be made in this initial phase, subject to available funds. 
 
We can provide support anything which helps your situation 
 
Who can apply? 
Anyone affected can apply although priority will be given to: 

• Households that have been flooded 

• Individuals and families suffering financial or other hardship  

• Uninsured, low income households, people over 70, families with young children, people with 
physical or learning disabilities or mental health needs or medical conditions. 

 
How much can you apply for?  
Hardship grants are subject to funding availability. We recognise that after the initial period, additional 
needs may become apparent and further applications to the fund may be available. 
 
How to apply: Apply online at www.sycf.org.uk  or request an application form by contacting the 
Grants Team on 0114 2424294 or email grants@sycf.org 
 
We will require a copy of a document with your name and address to support your application.  
Ideally this will be a recent bank statement with your name and home address. 
 
The South Yorkshire Flood Disaster Relief Appeal is funded by donations from individuals, businesses, 
charitable trusts and funds from South Yorkshire Community Foundation.  
 
Grants are also available for voluntary and community groups, please see separate guidelines.  
If you would like to know more about this Appeal or need assistance to complete an application, 
please contact the Grants Team on 0114 242 4294. 

 

http://www.sycf.org.uk/
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APPENDIX 3:  DEFINITION OF HARDSHIP 
 
The Foundation recognises that anyone whose home has been flooded has suffered hardship. Hardship 
can be emotional, physical and financial. People’s circumstances vary greatly and we assess each 
application on its own merits. Higher grant awards will be considered for people who are suffering 
significant hardship and who are deemed as being particularly vulnerable. Applicants with complex 
needs will also be referred to specialist support organisations. 
  
Indicators of hardship: 

• Emotional: stress, depression, lack of resilience, experienced multiple flooding events, anxiety 
over future flooding events. 

• Physical: injury, ill health, disabled, require additional help/support. 

• Financial: loss of income, low income households, excessive costs, no insurance cover, under 
insured and/or insurance voided.  

  
Indicators of vulnerability: 

• Isolation: individuals/families with no or limited support/family structure. 

• People with disabilities: people with disabilities who have additional requirements/needs. 

• Older people: older people who have additional requirements and more complex needs. 

• Additional responsibilities: carers, single parents, young children, large families.  

• Complex household circumstances: ill health, abusive relationships, debt, limited future 
prospects. 

 
 


